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 This MonthÕs Meeting:

 Simi Valley Library

 Friday March 23 - 7:30 PM

 Rule change discussion
 
 Club Plane candidates
 
 Volunteers needed 
  

President Alan Hoff 805-581-2884 amhoff@pacbell.net
Vice President Jeff Raven 805-527-8779 ravenworx@yahoo.com
Treasurer Bob Fricke 805-527-2032 bobrf@adelphia.net
Membership  Andy Weir 805-583-1746 acweir@dslextreme.com
Safety Officer Mike Kane 805-493-4867 kanemj@adelphia.net
Secretary Vacant  
Newsletter Bill Luckie 805-522-2947 wluckie@gmail.com
   

President’s Ramblings:

Regular business at the February meeting was 
omitted to allow time for Jim Lueken to present a 
very entertaining and interesting discussion of rubber 
band powered free-flight planes known as Wakefield 
planes. Early models were of the "A" frame type 
which became cabin models and then turned slowly 
into what we have today. TodayÕs typical models are 
of all composite construction and can cost as much 
as $1700.00. A typical flight at sunrise can be as long 
as 7 minutes, the motor run is only 45 to 50 seconds. 
Jim recounted experiences at meets where it is 
common for competitors to chase models for several 
miles using motorcycles.

Jim Lueken with one of his models.

Minutes of February Meeting:

The club badly needs a Secretary. Please consider 
volunteering for this position. The lack of a secretary 
has resulted in minutes not being available.

Membership Update:

Ten 2006 members have yet to pay 2007 dues. Hurry 
up fellows, the club needs you.

Simi Valley Flyers Coming Events:

Date Day of W eek Event

4/15/2007 Sunday Fun Fly, BBQ 
& Swap Meet

4/21/2007 Saturday Cub Scouts

5/12/2007 Saturday Electric Fun 
Fly, BBQ & 
Swap Meet

6/24/2007 Sunday Fun Fly, BBQ 
& Swap Meet

I am looking for club members to help out with 
the cub scout event on Saturday April 21.  
There will be approximately 35 boys age 6-10 
plus parents and siblings (I'm guessing around 
60-65 people total) from 9:00AM to about noon 
up at our Þeld.  I'm looking for club members 
who would be willing to help out with trainers 
and/or willing to do ßight demonstrations with 
both planes or helicopters.  

AMA Charter Club # 159                           March 19, 2007

- 1 -

http://www.SIMIFLYERS.COM/
http://www.SIMIFLYERS.COM/
mailto:amhoff@pacbell.net
mailto:amhoff@pacbell.net
mailto:ravenworx@yahoo.com
mailto:ravenworx@yahoo.com
mailto:bobrf@adelphia.net
mailto:bobrf@adelphia.net
mailto:acweir@dslextreme.com
mailto:acweir@dslextreme.com
mailto:kanemj@adelphia.net
mailto:kanemj@adelphia.net
mailto:wluckie@gmail.com
mailto:wluckie@gmail.com


 Also if you have a cool plane that you would 
like to impress these kids with please bring it for 
a static display.  If someone has a laptop 
computer we could install the club ßight 
simulator on and let the folks try it.
Please contact me at kjf@ispwest.com and let 
me know if you would be willing to help out.

Thanks

Ken Fricke

From the Safety Corner:
February was another good month. No safety 
issues to report! This job is soooo easy, keep up 
the good work.

The answers to last month!s questions.

1. All members and quests ßying at SVF!s 
facility are required to be members of Academy 
of Model Aeronautics (AMA), or is AMA 
membership optional?

Ans.  A valid membership to AMA is required for 
all members. This proof must be in immediate 
possession at all times while ßying at the facility.

2. Members are provided Liability Insurance by 
Academy of Model Aeronautics (AMA). For that 
coverage to apply, which statement is true?

Ans.  Model ßying MUST be in accordance with 
Simi Valley Flyers Flight Safety Rules and 
Regulations AND AMA Safety Rules in order for 
AMA Liability Protection to apply.

" ???DID YOU KNOW???

" (From SVF Rules and Reg!s)

1. As a courtesy to others, ßight times are 
limited to how many minutes?

2. All aircraft are limited to a maximum of how 
many decibels as measured in a 360-degree 
circle with a radius of 9 feet?

Answers next week.

Thanks,

Mike Kane

While on the subject of rules, what follows has 
been proposed as clariÞcations and changes to 
our ßight safety rules and regulations. This is a 
topic for discussion during the March meeting.

Simi Valley Flyers Flight Safety Rules and 
Regulations

Proposed clariÞcation/corrections are shown in 
bold italic text.

2. Powered Fixed Wing Aircraft with Small 
Displacement Engines

All Þxed winged powered aircraft of this 
category are limited to an engine displacement 
of .65 cubic inches for 2-stroke engines and .91 
cubic inches for 4-stroke engines or equivalent  
electric motor .

Large Displacement Fixed Wing Aircraft 
Requirements:

Maximum engine displacement is limited to 2.0 
cubic inches two-stroke and 2.5 cubic inches 
four-stroke or equivalent electric motor .

Maximum take-off weight is 18 lbs.

Maximum wing loading is limited to 24 oz/
ft^2. 

Wing load will be calculated from the 
following formula.

Wing Loading=(W eight(lbs) / W ingArea
(sqin)) x 2304

It is proposed that all reference to maximum 
wing loading be deleted.

Note: Weight is with fuel  tank empty.

Tips and T ricks:

http://www.wattßyer.com/forums/
showthread.php?t=14117

This is an alphabetical listing of links to 
information, vendors, suppliers and other links 
for many of the hard-to-Þnd items that keep our 
models ßying.
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Poop Trap

Ok I admit I was bored, didn't have any birds to 
repair, and none to really Þnish building, a Þrst 
for me especially the repair end. Anyhow one of 
my buds modded a Slow Stick to look like a 
Turkey Vulture. Well you know the normal 
gathering of fools, everyone oooo's and 
ahhhhhing over it and talk turned to making it 
really realistic. And of course somebody 
decided it needs to drop ummm, well you know, 
to be really authentic.
Immediately the sawdust in my head started to 
smolder as the thoughts of how to do this 
worked through my mind. 
And then it hit, and here's what happened. 
Everybody has left over condiment packs, you 
know ketchup, mayo, mustard, and such from 
the local fast food place. This became the 
"droppings". Now a way to make the droppings 
drop. Ingredients as follows, Hitec 55 servo, one 
mouse trap, piece of 1/16" liteply and wood 
scraps, paper spring clamp,some epoxy, and 
way too much time on your hands. 

And here it is. The "poop trap" 
Servo replaces the latch on the trap and holds 
the spring loaded trap arm in place. Lite ply 
covers the trap arm to make more of a swatter 
arraingement out of it. Condiment pack sits 
where the bait normally would.
Flip of a tx switch and servo arm moves, 
releasing the swatter. 
SPLAT, the condiment pack explodes, releasing 
the droppings everywhere. 
After spending millions in R&D and Testing you 
see the Þnal product. 
The basic system dispersal has been improved 
by the addition of a lexan shield to help disperse 
the contents to the rear of the "bird" rather then 
all over the place. Poking a small hole in the 
pack gives a more squirted dispersal vs one big 
drop. And Þnally it has been found that the drop 
should be done in a glide, as prop wash tends 
to blow the droppings all over the tail of the 
plane(really messy). And just for you night ßiers 
out there, I offer the glow in the dark bombing 
packages. 

Bottle of glow in the dark paint and a CA 
syringe. Expose the paint(water base please) to 
a bright light and inject it into the condiment 
package. Shake the package to mix the paint in 
and Þre away. Now you can see it in the dark.
Will soon be the newest sport, target bombing, 
both day and night versions. All you need is a 
large tarp with a bullseye on it. Just remember 
to properly dispose of the empty bomb 
containers in a waste container. 

Wow just think what I could come up with if it 
was something really important. 
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Show and T ell:

Ron Scott with his Giles 202 ARF with Magnum.
70 4 cy

Josh Fint with his Great Planes, 1/4 Scale, Giles 
202, powered by an OS 1.60FX, with Hitec 
radio gear and a T.M.E. smoke system.

Club Plane:

Several criteria were developed to identify 
candidates for a club plane.

¥ Easy to assemble.

¥ Low cost.

¥ Able to use glow or electric power.

¥ 4 channel with ~ 48" wingspan and ~ 3 lbs.

¥ For novice to intermediate pilots.

Club Plane Candidates:

Modeltech Fledgling" - Electric only - ßimsy

Hobbico Superstar Select - Electric - can be 
glow powered

Hobbyzone Super Cub - Electric only

E-ßite Ultrastick 25e" - Electric - can be glow 
powered

Both the Modeltech Fledgling and the 
Hobbyzone Super Cub were eliminated from the 
candidate list as they do not meet the criteria 
speciÞed.

Hobbico Superstar Select

E-ßite Ultrastick 25e
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Looking for a new goal to aim for? 

Longest duration ßight by a radio-controlled/
piston motor model aeroplane: 33 hr 39 min 15 
sec by Maynard L Hill (USA), on 13th October 
1992.

 Longest distance in a straight line by a radio-
controlled/piston motor model aeroplane: 
832.43 km by Ronal C Clem (USA) on 14 June 
1998.

 Highest altitude by a radio-controlled/piston 
motor model aeroplane: 8,208 m by Maynard L 
Hill (USA) on 6 September 1970.

 Highest speed by a radio-controlled/piston 
motor model aeroplane: 343 km/h by V 
Myakinin (USSR) on 21 September 1971.

 Longest distance in a closed circuit by a radio-
controlled/piston motor model aeroplane: 1301 
km by Maynard S Hill (USA) on 3 August 1998.

 Longest distance in a closed circuit by a radio-
controlled/piston motor model aeroplane: 1301 
km by Maynard S Hill (USA) on 3 August 1998.

 Largest model aircraft collection Bader Yousif 
Murad of Bahrain has, since 1978, collected 
1,105 model aircraft representing over 440 
airlines.

 Largest model aeroplane collection of 
handmade aeroplanes belongs to John Kalusa 
(USA), who has made 5,737 wooden 
aeroplanes since 1936. Since his death on 
February 17, 2003, his collection has been 
donated to the Embry - Riddle Aeronautical 
University, Prescott, Arizona, USA. Before his 
death John was still creating, on average, two 
model aeroplanes a week!

 John Kalusa built all his aeroplanes to a 1/18-
inch-to-a-foot scale to ensure that they all have 
the exact size relationships to one another. 
Each model is painted with the exact details and 
markings from the original aircraft, using only a 
broken razor blade, balsa wood, glue, 
watercolours, clear sealant, bamboo and wire.

 

Longest paper aeroplane ßight.The level ßight 
duration record for a hand-launched paper 
aeroplane is 27.6 sec., by Ken Blackburn of the 
USA, at the Georgia Dome, Atlanta, Georgia, on 
8 October, 1998.

 Longest ßight by a radio-controlled electric 
helicopter. On 16 March 2003, Mark Hopkins, a 
research and development engineer from 
Surrey, set a new British and world endurance 
record for radio controlled electric helicopters. 
He ßew his standard off-the-shelf model for an 
incredible 1 hr 10 min 50 sec, beating the 
previous record by just under four minutes.

Aero Design W est:

The Valley Flyers are going to be hosting this 
year!s SAE Aero Design West on March 24th 
and 25th at the Apollo XI Field.# This event will 
involve some 40 universities from around the 
world in teams that will be ßying model aircraft 
in a payload lifting competition.# In the regular 
class, the model airplanes#may weigh up to 55 
lbs. each including payload. 
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