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  This Month’s Meeting: 
 
  Simi Valley Library 
 
   Friday, April 28, 7:30 PM 
 
     
 
 
   Bring items for Show-n-Tell 
   Plan next event. 
 

 

 
 
We received sad news this week, Nick Wyers 
suffered a stroke and died on April 21.  Nick was 
one of the first members of the Simi Valley Flyers 
that I met when I joined the club.  I can still 
remember going over to his garage when he sold me 
a Butterfly, flight box, starter and other odds and 
ends that got me flying.  I was impressed by the 
number of airplanes in his garage and his building 
skill.  Nick was the Newsletter editor before I took 
that task on.  He passed on a lot of tips and 
information that helped me when I took over that 
spot.  Nick was always an “up” person and fun to 

talk to.  Jessie, Nick’s wife, is at home with their 
children, dealing with the loss.  A memorial service 
is planned, sometime in May.  Our condolences go 
out to Jessie and her family. 
 
Nick, you will be missed.  
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A few words from Mark Penikas: 
 
Nick will be in our prayers and memories for 
a very long time to come.  I really enjoyed the 
many, many, great times I had with Nick, the 
joking, the man was a walking "History & 
Aviation Machine" - Nick was ALWAYS there 
to lend a hand not only to the SVF's but to me 
to on a personal level too. I was honored and 
proud to call Nick my "Friend".   

  I truly share in feeling the loss of such a 
great friend, pilot and generous loving man. 
My heart goes out to Jessie (wife), Nick's 
family, and all who knew Nick and where 
honored to call Nick their friend...   
  

  He will be greatly missed and will live on in 
our fond memories of our experiences we all 
shared with such a respected, dedicated, 
caring, sincere and devoted man.... 
  

... Farewell my friend, Happy Landings Nick, 
May God be your co-pilot, you are greatly 
missed and you are remembered! 
  

With great respect,  
  

Your friend,  
  

Dr. Mark T. Penikas   

(fmr. SVF President 03-05) 

aka: "Bull-Dog" 
SVF Life Member 

CIC Member 
AMA Lic. # NI4NI 
805.630.2574 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It is hard to get back to the regular 
business after that.                    
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President’s Ramblings: 
 
The Fun Fly, April 9, was a great day, thanks to the 
following:  Jeff Raven, the event organizer, the 
person who mowed grass the day before and 
purchased the food, including donating a prime rib.  
Gerrit Kleinholte , chef extraordinary, with the 
kind assistance of Jessie Wyers, as always the food 
was great.  Thanks to Bob and Ken Fricke who ran 
newcomers through a chance to fly on a buddy box.  
The swap meet part went ok too, I sold two items 
and purchased a Zaggi.   

We need a work party on the 29th as part of getting 
ready for the upcoming Electric Fly.  The field 
needs mowing, brush cleanup and tree trimming -- 
The usual stuff.  I’m looking forward to the Electric 
Fly, May 13.  Details will be discussed at the 
meeting Friday, 4/28/2006 at the Library. 

Our flags have come under attack from several 
parties in the Ventura County Star in the letters to 
the editor section.  Rick Rupel wrote one response, 
published on Sunday and my response was 
published on the following Monday.  One additional 
letter appeared, stating that we did not maintain the 
flags as well as we should.  We deserved that and 
several repairs were made that weekend.  If any of 
you see a flag problem, top or bottom not attached, 
or any other problem, please give me a call.  If you 
are at the field and can effect a repair, please do so.  
A 5/16 nut driver on a cordless drill is an essential 
tool.  I will put a kit of repair parts in the frequency 
box, extra clamps and quick links. 

 
Construction Derby: 
 
We need a team or more from SVF for the 
construction derby. Please contact Andy Weir    
805-583-1746 or e-mail him at 
acweir@DSLExtreme.com to register. 
 
 
Work Party: 
 
Saturday April 30th will be an informal "work 
party" at the field.  Drinks will be provided and the 
time will be determined at the meeting. 
 
 

Calendar of Near Term Events: 
Date Event 

April 28 th 

 

Regular Meeting 

 (4th Friday) 

May 9 th Board Meeting        
(2nd Tuesday) 

May 13 th Electric Fun Fly and 
BBQ 

May 26 th Regular Meeting 

(4th Friday) 

 
 
May Electric Fun Fly and BBQ: 
 
Saturday May 13th is the Electric-Fun-Fly and  
BBQ!   
All Electric Aircraft are welcome(Fixed wing and 
Helicopters too).   
Bring your RC Swap meet gear(all those old, dirty, 
loud, & smelly Glow engines) 
 
 
Guest Speaker: 
 
The guest speaker for the 4/28/2006 meeting will be 
Bill Stullick.  Bill worked for the Lockheed Skunk 
Works from 1959 to1993 and worked on projects 
such as SR-71, U-2R, F-117, Have Blue and Dark 
star.  Bill held fourteen classifications including Lab 
Mechanic, Display Model Builder, Mock-up model 
builder (full sized model used for designing the 
layout of the aircraft) just to mention a few. His 
credentials include a commendation from Kelly 
Johnson.  Bill will have the first part of the meeting, 
there will be a short business meeting and for those 
interested a video entitled America’s Spy plane (the 
SR-71).   

 
 
Minutes: 
A general Meeting of the Simi Valley Flyers was 
called to order at the Simi Valley Library, at 7:35 
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pm by President Alan Hoff.  The meeting opened 
with officer reports. 
 
Ken Fricke moved to approve the minutes as they 
appeared in the newsletter, it was seconded and the 
motion passed by a voice vote. 
 
The newsletter mailings have been reduced to just 
13 physical copies and the rest are being delivered 
via email. 
 
In old business it was brought up that some of the 
clips on the new flags have already broken and must 
be replaced, Mark Penikas has said that he will do 
the next clothing order, the new AMA intro pilots 
have received their packets and new AMA cards, 
and the AMA charter kit has been submitted. 
 
Chairman Andy Weir discussed the Construction 
derby, in particular the aspects of prizes and 
advertisement.  Other local clubs are being notified 
of the event. 
 
Josh Fint reported that we were still waiting on 
contact from the AMA about combat, but the panes 
have all been delivered and are hopefully being 
built. 
 
The April 9, BBQ and fun fly was discussed, and it 
was noted that another tank of propane will be 
needed for the event. 
 
The Library airplane exhibit was again tabled. 
 
In new business we will be switching banks with 
the club account as soon as we receive proof of non-
profit tax exempt status from the Secretary of State. 
 
For show and tell Josh Fint demonstrated a method 
for breaking in new brushed electric motors using a 
glass of water, Sean Slattery had an electric blade 
CX helicopter, Bob Fricke had a new piper cub 
which works well as a trainer, and Ron Scott had a 
new 3D foam from Charger RC. 
 
We are always looking for Ideas to improve the 
meetings, guest speakers, small contests, 
demonstrations, or any other ideas are welcome.  
Contact any club officer with your ideas. 
 
Respectfully submitted 

Josh Fint 
Secretary  
Simi Valley Flyers 
 
April Fun Fly and BBQ: 
 
The April Fun Fly and BBQ was a great success, 
included are some pictures from the event. 
Members of four families that I know of, were able 
to fly on a buddy box for the first time. Thanks to 
Bob Fricke, Ken Fricke and Josh Fint for making 
this happen. You guys made some people very 
happy!!!  
 

 
Dale Challinor, Jeff Raven, Gerrit Kleinholte 
 

 
Jerry Simon, Sean Slattery, Ron Scott 
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 Bill Stullick, Can’t tell for the others. 
 

 
Al Hoff, Donald Osier 

 
Sean Slattery, Cody Weir Al Hoff, Andy Weir, 
Don’t Know (sorry), Gene M., Mike Milbrett, Jerry 
Simon, Todd’s Guest ?, Todd Krueger 
 

 
Mike Milbrett, Jeff Raven, Ken Fricke, Jackson 
Fricke, Ron Scott 

 
Ron Scott 

 
Andy Weir, Ken Fricke 
To see more of the planes and people from this 
event go to the SVF web site. 
(www.simiflyers.com)  


